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Holmer and Shelwick NDP Vision Statement 

 
By 2031 Holmer & Shelwick will have grown proportionally but 

will remain a rural parish. The diversity of the many separate 

communities will have a greater sense of one community with a 

strong sense of identity. Efforts will be made to establish a 

vibrant village centre for the parish. The smaller surrounding 

hamlets and the countryside will have been protected from over‐ 

development. We will have a mix of open market and affordable 

housing, of high quality, sustainable homes satisfying all needs 

and age ranges. The nature and scale of housing development will 

be tempered so as maintain the rural appearance, feel and identity 

of the parish and protect the open countryside.  A key part of the 

plan will be to identify employment land within the parish to 

promote a vibrant community. The plan aims to ensure the 

maintenance of the separate identity of the parish of Holmer & 

Shelwick from the Northern side of the City of Hereford. We will 

promote the retention of the single public house within the parish 

and look to identify a focal point for a village hall with the aim to 

make it a focal point of the parish activity centre. 
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Figure 1 – Holmer and Shelwick Neighbourhood Plan Area (OS 

Licence Number To be inserted) 

 

 

 

1 

Introduction 
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1.1 Taking advantage of the new power available to parish councils, 

granted through the Localism Act 2011, Holmer and Shelwick Parish 

Council as a qualifying body applied for the parish to be designated as 

a neighbourhood planning area (Figure 1). This designation was 

approved by Herefordshire Council in February 2017   

 

1.2 This is the first draft of our neighbourhood development plan. When 

complete our plan will give local people more say on the future 

development of the area by helping to guide, control and promote 

development. 

  

1.3 Put together by parish councillors and volunteers our neighbourhood 

development plan has reached an important stage and we want to hear 

your views.  If you look at Chapter 7 at the end of the plan you will see 

how you can make a response to this draft plan. 

 

1.4 The neighbourhood development plan is structured in the following 

way: 

 

Chapter 2 – A Neighbourhood Development Plan for Holmer and Shelwick? 

sets out the background to the neighbourhood development plan and 

describes why the Parish Council think it important we use this power. 

 

Chapter 3 – How long will it take to finalise the plan? sets out the 

neighbourhood plan preparation process defined by government that 

we must follow to prepare a neighbourhood development plan; and 

shows our intended timetable for getting through this process. 

 

Chapter 4 – Key Issues describes the parish as it currently is and 

examines some of the key issues. 

 

Chapter 5 – Objectives and Policies is the real “heart” of the document 

and sets out our draft objectives and policies for the parish. 
 

Chapter 6 – Review and Monitoring describes how the Parish Council 

will keep the neighbourhood development plan under review and 

monitor its effectiveness and appropriateness to meet its objectives. 

  

Chapter 7 – How to comment on the draft plan explains how residents and 

others can make a response about this draft during the consultation 

period. 
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2 

A Neighbourhood Development 

Plan for Holmer and Shelwick? 

2.1 Neighbourhood development plans are a new part of the statutory 

development planning system. Just as local authorities, such as 

Herefordshire, can produce development plans to promote, guide and 

control development of houses, businesses, open spaces and other uses of 

land, parish councils can now have some control by preparing a 

neighbourhood development plan. 

  

2.2 Neighbourhood development plans, when complete, form part of the 

statutory development plan for an area. They will be used to promote and 

guide what goes where and, importantly, will be used to help determine 

planning applications. 

  

2.3 The Parish Council thinks this is an important right to exercise, and in 

2012 the Parish Council applied for the whole parish area (Figure 1) to be 

designated a neighbourhood planning area. Herefordshire Council 

approved this application in February 2017. Following designation, the 

Parish Council's steering group have worked up this first draft of the 

Neighbourhood Development Plan. We now want to hear your views. 

When finalised the plan will give local people more say in the future 

development in the parish of Holmer and Shelwick. 
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3 

How long will it take to finalise 

the plan? 

3.1 Neighbourhood development plans have to be prepared following a 

procedure set by government (Figure 2). At the moment we are in the 

early stages of plan preparation. 

 

Figure 2 – The Neighbourhood Planning Process 

 

 
 

  

3.2 This procedure must include two minimum six-week periods of 

consultation on the draft plan and will culminate in a referendum on 

whether the plan should be made part of the statutory development 

plan for Herefordshire. The Holmer and Shelwick Neighbourhood 

Development Plan has now reached draft plan stage and is being 

consulted upon, informally, before we undertake the first formal six-

Designation 

 

Preparing the Plan, 
including informal 

consultation (we are 
here now) 

 

 

Formal 
Consultation (6 

weeks) 

 

Revise Plan 
 

Submit Plan to 
Herefordshire 

 

Herefordshire 
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Examination 
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Plan made 
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week consultation. 

  

3.3 After these consultations the Holmer and Shelwick Neighbourhood 

Development Plan will be revised and submitted to Herefordshire 

Council. They will consult on this submitted draft plan for a further 

minimum six week period. 

  

3.4 The Holmer and Shelwick Neighbourhood Development Plan will then 

be subject to independent examination. Once the neighbourhood 

development plan has been examined it will have to be put to a vote, a 

referendum, of all those eligible to vote in the parish, as to whether or 

not it should be made part of the statutory development plan system. 

  

3.5 We hope to reach referendum stage by early 2019 and have a final 

neighbourhood development plan by May 2019. 

 

3.6 One final point to bear in mind is that our neighbourhood 

development plan must take account of national planning policy set by 

government; and strategic planning policy set by Herefordshire 

Council. The latter, as we show in the next chapter, is extremely 

important in terms of planning for future housing. 

  

  

 

i Parish Church of St Bartholemew 
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4 

Key Issues 

   

  Introduction 

4.1 Holmer and Shelwick is a parish two miles north of Hereford city. In 

2001 Holmer and Shelwick had a population of 1,427 people, with 664 

males and 763 females. The total number of households in 2001 was 

523. The total population had decreased to 1,386 in 2011 according to 

the 2011 census. The 2011 total population was made up of 665 males 

and 721 females with a total of 535 households. Over the period of this 

plan 2018-2031 the population in the area will rise significantly due to 

the amount of development approved and planned for the area. 

  

4.2 In the 1870s Holmer and Shelwick was described as: “Holmer, a 

village, a township, and a parish, in the district and county of 

Hereford. The village stands near the Shrewsbury and Hereford 

railway, 2 miles North of Hereford; and has a post office under 

Hereford. The township includes Shelwick hamlet, and bears the name 

of Holmer and Shelwick.” 

  

4.3 In 1881, Holmer and Shelwick had a total population of 2,154, this was 

made up of 1,075 males and 1,079 females. The 1881 total population is 

a huge increase compared to 10 years earlier when there was a total 

population of 1,905 in 1871. It should be noted that these figures relate 

to a larger area than the current parish. 

  

4.4 There are 13 listed buildings and scheduled monuments in Holmer and 

Shelwick according to the latest version of the register, 83 in total. All 

of which require ongoing protection and many in need of high levels of 

maintenance. There are two Scheduled Ancient Monuments in Holmer 

and Shelwick; Churchyard cross in St Bartholemew’s churchyard and 

Lugg Bridge. The parish church of St Bartholomew is the principal 

monument and is Grade I listed . It was built between 1180–90 in 
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Norman and Early English styles consists of a continuous Chancel and 

Nave and a 13th Century detached tower, thought to be intended for 

defence against the Welsh. The tower is partly stone but topped with a 

16th Century black and white timber belfry containing six bells, some 

of which are the oldest in Herefordshire.   

  

 What are the key issues facing the area? 

  

4.5 The steering group has identified the following key issues as facing the 

area in the next thirteen years, the period covered by this plan. Some of 

them are based on earlier work that was undertaken in preparing the 

Holmer and Shelwick Community- Led Plan 2016. This included a survey 

returned by 345 parishioners in July 2014. 

  

 Housing 

  

4.6 Herefordshire Council’s Core Strategy Local Plan (adopted in October 

2015) sets strategic planning policy for housing and other development 

in the county’s rural area over the period 2011-2031. Policy RA1 of the 

Core Strategy identifies seven rural housing market areas for the 

county. Holmer and Shelwick falls within the Hereford Rural Housing 

Market Area (HRHMA). Policy RA1 sets an indicative growth target 

for this whole area of 18%, 2011-2031. 

  

4.7 To ensure the indicative growth target is met, the Core Strategy (Policy 

RA2) then goes on to identify a number of villages that will be the 

main focus of housing development, Munstone and Shelwick are 

identified as “other settlements” where proportionate housing growth 

is appropriate. If Munstone and Shelwick were to meet the indicative 

growth target in full of 14%, this would mean new housing growth of 

99 dwellings. This is a result of the built development associated with 

Hereford and would clearly be disproportionate to the size of the two 

settlements. Based on advice from Herefordshire Council a pragmatic 

approach has been taken and the proportional growth target for the 

two villages has been set as 17 new homes April 2011 to April 2031. 

This figure has been calculated by basing the growth target on the 

number of houses in 2011 in the rural area, i.e. outside of the built form 

on the Roman Road. Existing commitments (houses completed, houses 

under construction and planning permissions for new homes) totalled 

18 in October 2017. The growth target has already been met. The 

responses to the questionnaire on the Community-Led Plan in 2014 

showed that 57% of adults so the need for some new housing 

development but that this should be limited. 
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 Northern Urban Expansion (Holmer West) 

  

4.8 Holmer is not listed under Policy RA2. For the purposes of the Core 

Strategy it is treated as part of Hereford. This has two key implications 

for Holmer: 

 

 It is affected by future policy to be developed for the city as part 

of the Hereford Area Plan; and 

 It is substantially impacted upon by the Northern Urban 

Expansion at Holmer West. 

 

Holmer West is covered by Policy HD4 of the Core Strategy: 

 

Policy HD4 – Northern Urban Expansion (Holmer West)  

 

Land at Holmer West will deliver a comprehensively planned 

sustainable urban expansion. The new development will be sensitively 

integrated into both the existing urban fabric of Hereford, and the 

wider landscape, through high design and sustainability standards. 

The development will be expected to provide:  

 

 500 new homes, at an average density of up to 35 dwellings per 

hectare, comprising a mix of market and affordable house sizes 

and types that meet the requirements of policy H3 and the 

needs identified in the latest version of the Herefordshire Local 

Housing Market Assessment;  

 a target of 35% of the total number of dwellings shall be 

affordable housing;  

 Park and Choose site (land and infrastructure) adjacent to the 

western side of the A49 in close proximity to the Hereford Relief 

Road and land or a contribution to facilitate the construction of 

the adjoining phase of the Hereford Relief Road;  

 walking and cycle routes and green infrastructure corridors 

linking to the Park and Choose site the existing public right of 

way network and existing education and community facilities 

and employment sites in the locality; 

 appropriate new green buffers and linear green routes, 

particularly along Ayles Brook;  

 measures to mitigate flood risk both for the new homes within 

the expansion area and for the benefit of existing residents and 

businesses in other parts of the city through the incorporation of 

sustainable urban drainage solutions, as part of the green 

infrastructure network and measures to control water levels 
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within Ayles Brook;  

 appropriate provision of and contributions towards indoor and 

outdoor sports and play facilities, open space and allotments;  

 where appropriate a contribution towards pre-school facility 

and contributions towards the enhancement of existing primary 

and secondary school provision and any identified need for 

other community infrastructure/facilities; and  

 sustainable standards of design and construction.  

 

This expansion area will be accessed primarily off the A4103 Roman 

Road. The area will be planned in a comprehensive manner to show 

the layout of development and the required infrastructure. Appendix 5 

[of the Core Strategy] sets out the relationship between the 

development of urban expansion areas and the provision of key new 

infrastructure. 
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Economy 

 

4.9 At the previous meetings we discussed supporting local business, 

access to employment opportunities and infrastructure for business 

(Broadband). 
 

 Infrastructure  

  

4.10 We know from the consultations on the Community-Led Plan and with 

so much development planned in the area that residents are concerned 

that infrastructure needs to be put in place at the right time to support 

the current and additional housing developments in the parish. 94% of 

adults supported that new infrastructure should be built to support 

the parish residents. One thing the Community-Led Plan identified 
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was to use section 106 monies the Parish Council will investigate 

developing existing/new community facilities 

 

 Facilities 

 

4.11 The area lacks  community facilities and a place that could be 

described as the heart of the community. 

 

 

ii River Lugg 

 

Built and Natural Environment 

  

4.12 Figures 4 and 5 are taken form the Strategic Environmental Assessment 

Screening undertaken by Herefordshire. These figures summarise the 

key environmental features in the parish. 

  

 

iii View towards Hay Bluff 
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Figure 4 – Strategic Environmental Assessment Map 1 for Holmer and 

Shelwick (OS Licence number XXXXXXX) 

 



Holmer and Shelwick Neighbourhood Development Plan, Consultation Draft March 2018 
 

16 
 

Figure 5 – Strategic Environmental Assessment Map 2 for Holmer and 

Shelwick (OS Licence Number XXXXXXX) 
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5 

Neighbourhood Development 

Plan Vision and Objectives  

  Introduction 

5.1 To address these key issues, we have identified the following Vision 

Statement for Holmer and Shelwick in 2031: 

 

By 2031 Holmer & Shelwick will have grown proportionally but will 

remain a rural parish. The diversity of the many separate communities 

will have a greater sense of one community with a strong sense of 

identity. Efforts will be made to establish a vibrant village centre for 

the parish. The smaller surrounding hamlets and the countryside will 

have been protected from over‐ development. We will have a mix of 

open market and affordable housing, of high quality, sustainable 

homes satisfying all needs and age ranges. The nature and scale of 

housing development will be tempered so as maintain the rural 

appearance, feel and identity of the parish and protect the open 

countryside.  A key part of the plan will be to identify employment 

land within the parish to promote a vibrant community. The plan 

aims to ensure the maintenance of the separate identity of the parish 

of Holmer & Shelwick from the Northern side of the City of Hereford. 

We will promote the retention of the single public house within the 

parish and look to identify a focal point for a village hall with the aim 

to make it a focal point of the parish activity centre. 
 

5.2 To help achieve this Vision the following objectives have been 

identified: 

 

OBJECTIVE 1 – To help to meet local housing needs up to 2031 

 

OBJECTIVE 2 – To conserve local heritage assets 
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OBJECTIVE 3 – To conserve the landscape and natural environment 

 

 

iv View towards Dinmore Hill 

 

OBJECTIVE 4 – To support appropriate growth in the local economy 

 

OBJECTIVE 5 – To protect and enhance existing community facilities 

and provide new community facilities 

 

OBJECTIVE 6 – To protect local green spaces 

 

OBJECTIVE 7– To ensure appropriate infrastructure is in place 
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6 

Neighbourhood Development 

Plan Policies 

 

 Objective 1 - To help meet local housing needs up 

to 2031 

 

POLICY HS1 - NEW HOUSING DEVELOPMENT IN 

MUNSTONE AND SHELWICK 

 

 

 

New housing development to meet local needs will be supported 

within the settlement boundaries of Munstone (Figure 7) and 

Shelwick (Figure 8) when it is appropriate and proportionate to the 

size, role and function of the village. To ensure this is managed 

appropriately proposals must satisfy the following criteria: 

 

a. Be within or immediately adjacent to the settlement boundary 

of the villages; 

b. Be a small-scale development of a small number of homes; 

c. Cumulatively such development does not lead to the erosion 

of the villages existing character and setting; 

d. Re-uses previously developed land, where possible; 

e. It enhances the character of the area; 

f. It will not lead to isolated homes, detached from the 

settlement boundary in the open countryside; 

g. The proposed homes are of high quality sustainable design 

appropriate to their surrounding context; and 

h. They protect and enhance the surrounding environment and 

rural landscape. 

 

 

 

POLICY HS2 - NEW HOUSING DEVELOPMENT IN 
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HOLMER 
 

Within the settlement boundary for Holmer (Figure 9) new housing 

development will be supported. Development outside of this 

boundary will be considered to be in the open countryside and will 

be assessed against Policy RA3 of the Herefordshire Local Plan Core 

Strategy 2011-2031. 

 

 Background and Justification 

  

6.1 Herefordshire Council’s Core Strategy Local Plan (adopted in October 

2015) sets strategic planning policy for housing and other development 

in the county’s rural area over the period 2011-2031. Policy RA1 of the 

Core Strategy identifies seven rural housing market areas for the 

county. Holmer and Shelwick falls within the Hereford Rural Housing 

Market Area (HRHMA). Policy RA1 sets an indicative growth target 

for this whole area of 18%, 2011-2031. 

  

6.2 To ensure the indicative growth target is met, the Core Strategy (Policy 

RA2) then goes on to identify a number of villages that will be the 

main focus of housing development, Munstone and Shelwick are 

identified as “other settlements” where proportionate housing growth 

is appropriate. If Munstone and Shelwick were to meet the indicative 

growth target in full of 14%, this would mean new housing growth of 

99 dwellings. This is a result of the built development associated with 

Hereford and would clearly be disproportionate to the size of the two 

settlements. Based on advice from Herefordshire Council a pragmatic 

approach has been taken and the proportional growth target for the 

two villages has been set as 17 new homes April 2011 to April 2031. 

This figure has been calculated by basing the growth target on the 

number of houses in 2011 in the rural area, i.e. outside of the built form 

on the Roman Road. Existing commitments (houses completed, houses 

under construction and planning permissions for new homes) totalled 

18 in October 2017. The growth target has already been met. 

  

6.3 To help manage future housing growth and to ensure that the 

countryside and local environment are protected Policy HS1 identifies 

settlement boundaries for the two villages of Munstone and Shelwick. 

These boundaries have been drawn around the main built form of the 

settlements using the advice and guidance published by Herefordshire 

Council. Policy HS1 will allow for appropriate development within the 

settlement boundary and in certain circumstances for small scale 

development immediately adjacent to the defined settlement boundary 

of each village.  
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6.4 Beyond the settlement boundary new development will be considered 

to be in the open countryside and planning applications for new 

housing development will be assessed against the policies in the 

Herefordshire Local Plan Core Strategy 2011-2031.  

  

6.5 The neighbourhood area includes built development that forms part of 

Hereford City. The existing built-up area has been defined on the 

Policies Map and a settlement boundary shown. Within this boundary 

new housing development under Policy HS2 will be supported. 

Beyond this settlement boundary and outside the defined village 

boundaries any new development will be treated as in the open 

countryside, such development will be assessed against Policy RA3 

Herefordshire’s Countryside in the Herefordshire Local Plan Core 

Strategy 2011-2031. This approach supports the Core Strategy’s plans 

for development at Holmer West but seeks to manage such growth so 

that it remains at an appropriate level and further development does 

not lead to loss of open countryside and the merging of smaller 

settlements such as Munstone and Shelwick with the city. 

 

 

v New development should be sensitive to prominent views 
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Figure 6 – Holmer and Shelwick Policies Map Overview (OS Licence Number 0100059721) 
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Figure 7 – Holmer and Shelwick Policies Map Inset Map 1: Shelwick (OS Licence Number 0100059721) 
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Figure 8 – Holmer and Shelwick Policies Map Inset Map 2: Munstone (OS Licence Number 0100059721) 
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Figure 9 – Holmer and Shelwick Policies Map Inset Map 3: Hereford City (OS Licence Number 0100059721) 
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 Objective 2 - To conserve local heritage assets 
 

POLICY HS3 – PROTECTING LOCAL HERITAGE 

ASSETS 
 

Development proposals should conserve and enhance the local 

heritage assets listed below: 

 

 Duck Pond 

 Trig Point 

 The Windmill Roundabout 

 

Any development proposals will have to ensure that: 

 

a. no heritage asset will be damaged by building or associated 

work; and 

b. there is no detrimental effect on the visual aspect of any heritage 

asset; 

 

Proposals for new development should consult the Herefordshire 

Historic Environment Record.  Where there is an indication or 

potential that there may be assets of heritage or archaeological 

interest suitable desk-based and site investigation should be carried 

out.  Site investigations must follow the appropriate professional 

practices so that there is no detriment to the rural environment.   
  
 Background/Justification 
  

6.6 As well as buildings and structures that have statutory protections e.g. 

listed buildings (Appendix 1) the neighbourhood area also has a 

number of non-designated heritage assets. These will be protected in 

line with national planning in a manner appropriate to their 

significance. 

  

6.7 These non-designated have been identified by identified by the 

Steering Group after considering published and non-published sources 

of information. During this consultation if further non-designated 

heritage sites are identified and deemed worthy of protection they will 

be added to Policy HS3. 
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 Objective 3 - To conserve the landscape and natural 

environment 
  
 POLICY HS4 – LANDSCAPE AND NATURAL 

ENVIRONMENT 

 

To protect and enhance the landscape of the area development 

proposals will have to demonstrate that: 

 

a) The character of the local landscape has influenced the design, 

scale, form and siting of the development proposed; 

b) They protect and enhance the differing settings of the various 

settlements in the area; 

c) They protect and enhance the following views: 

i. View to Hay Bluff from above Highfield House; 

ii. View to and from Patch Hill, the highest point in the 

parish;  

iii. Views of Lyde Hill from footpath HO10 at Shelwick; 

and 

iv. Views towards Dinmore Hill. 

d) Local Wildlife Sites at Lugg Meadows; the Fields south of 

Sutton Rhea; and the Pond at Huntington Court and Sites of 

Nature Conservation (SINC) at Ayles Brook north; Ballinger 

Court Dew Pond; Site at Inco Alloys; Land west of Staniers 

Way; Active railway north of Wye; Orchard below Southview; 

Lugg Rhea; Yazor Brook; Orchard at Huntington; Pond at 

Huntington Court; Hereford and Gloucester Canal pond 

Hereford and Gloucester Canal overgrown; Disused railway 

are conserved; 

e) They retain and enhance any non-designated heritage assets; 

f) They incorporate appropriate landscaping schemes and future 

on-going management to ensure the proposal integrates in to 

the surrounding landscape; 

g) They maintain and extend native tree species, hedgerows, and 

other important vegetation; and 

h) They do not have an adverse impact on the environmental 

quality of the area’s rivers, streams, brooks and ponds.  

 

    Background and Justification 

  

6.8 The neighbourhood area includes a number of key environmental 

assets 13 listed buildings, local wildlife sites, sites of nature 

conservation and other local features such as ponds and prominent 
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views. Policy HS4 seeks to identify and protect these key features in 

the local landscape. 
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 OBJECTIVE 4 – To support appropriate growth in 

the local economy 

 
 POLICY HS5 – TO SUPPORT THE GROWTH OF LOCAL 

BUSINESSES 

 

Proposals for the development of small-scale business enterprises 

suitable to a rural area will be encouraged when they do not 

adversely affect the rural character and existing residential amenity 

and they are for the following: 

a. for the conversion or reuse of an existing building; 

b. homeworking proposals; 

c. live/work units; and 

d. diversification of an existing rural business 

 Background/Justification 

 

6.9 

 

To foster the economic growth of the area, whilst at the same time 

maintaining the area’s rural character, and not impacting on existing 

and future residential amenity, new appropriately sized proposals for 

business development will be encouraged 
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Objective 5 – To protect and enhance existing 

community facilities and provide new community 

facilities 
 

 POLICY HS6 – COMMUNITY FACILITIES 
 

The community facilities listed below and shown on the Policies 

Map [to be inserted] will be protected: 

 

 Church of St Bartholomew and Church Hall 

 The Rose Gardens/Secret Garden 

 Munstone Evangelical Free Church 

 Holmer Stores, Belle Bank Avenue 

 

Development to enhance or improve these facilities will be 

supported when it preserves local character and distinctiveness, and 

does not harm the landscape or residential amenity. 

 

Development leading to the loss of these facilities will only be 

supported when equivalent, or better, provision is made elsewhere 

in the area. 

 

To help create a heathy community, proposals for new facilities that 

serve the urban and rural communities in the neighbourhood area 

and help to bring these communities together will be supported 

 

 Background/Justification 

 

6.10 

 

Community facilities are the glue that holds a community together. 

The facilities identified in Policy HS6 will be protected for community 

uses. Their loss to community use will only be supported when 

equivalent, or better provision, is made elsewhere in the area. This 

policy is in general conformity with Policy SC1 of the Core Strategy. 

 

6.11 The neighbourhood area has limited community facility provision this 

is a drawback in terms of bringing the existing community together: 

the church has limited facilities, there is only one pub, no school or 

community centre. The neighbourhood area will, however, see 

significant growth as a result of the development at Holmer West. 

Policy HD4 of the Core Strategy identifies that this development 

should have : 

“ 

 appropriate provision of and contributions towards indoor and 
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outdoor sports and play facilities, open space and allotments;  

 where appropriate a contribution towards pre-school facility 

and contributions towards the enhancement of existing primary 

and secondary school provision and any identified need for 

other community infrastructure/facilities” 

 

6.12 Where such provision is to be provided it should also seek to create a 

healthy community by offering opportunities for existing and new 

residents to come together and meet, participate in shared activities 

and engage in community life.  

 

 

vi St Bartholemews Parish Church, one of the area's limited community 

facilities 
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 OBJECTIVE 6 – To protect local green spaces 
 

 POLICY HS7 – PROTECTING LOCAL GREEN SPACES 
 

The Local Green Spaces designated below and shown on the Policies 

Map, Figure 10 will be protected. Development for uses considered 

inappropriate in the NPPF for such Local Green Spaces will only be 

supported in very special circumstances, that is when the harm to the 

local green space and any other harm is clearly outweighed by other 

considerations. 

 

1. Children’s play area, Turnberry Way 

2. Children’s Play area Furlongs Estate 

3. Public open space, Coldwells Road, Munstone 

4. Green open space, adjacent to St Bartholomew’s Church, 

Holmer 

5. Open space, Coldwells Road, Holmer 

6. Wet lands bordering Brian Rose Way 

7. Former meadow land at Holmer, bordering Moorcroft Lane 

Estate 

8. Meadow land at Holmer bordering Meadow Park Estate 

9. Dense woodland behind Holmer Court Residential Home and 

adjacent to a Public footpath at Holmer.  

10. Open land between Woodland, Holmer Court, Red Tanners 

walk and Attwood Lane 

 

 Background/Justification 

6.13 National planning policy allows local communities to identify and 

designate Local Green Spaces. Such spaces are given special protection 

because of the particular importance local communities place on them. 

Identifying a Local Green Space rules out the development of such 

spaces other than in “very special circumstances”.  

To be designated a Local Green Space must meet a set of criteria: 

• It must be in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves 

• It must be demonstrably special to a local community and hold a 

particular local significance, e.g. because of its beauty, historic 

significance, recreational value, tranquillity or wildlife value; and 

• It must be local in character and not an extensive tract of land. 

A number of green and open spaces in the neighbourhood area against 

these criteria and those meeting all of the criteria have been identified 



Holmer and Shelwick Neighbourhood Development Plan, Consultation Draft March 2018 
 

34 
 

in Policy HS7 as protected Local Green Spaces. For a summary of this 

assessment for the designated Local Green Spaces see Table 1. In line 

with the NPPF these areas will remain permanently open. Appropriate 

development that maintains the openness of these areas will be 

supported. Development that is inappropriate or would lead to the loss 

of such spaces will only be supported in very special circumstances. 

 

vii The Furlongs Play Area 
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 Table 1. Designated Local Green Spaces 
  . 

Green or Open Space 

(name and reference 

number) 

Is the site in close 

proximity to the local 

community it serves?  

Demonstrably special to the local community Local in character and not an extensive tract of 

land?  

1. Children’s play area 

located at Turnberry Way, 

Wentworth Estate, 

Holmer. 

Located in the centre 

of a housing estate 

this is green open 

space with young 

children’s play 

equipment.  

This is the only designated children’s play area 

on the estate surrounded by green open space 

and used by residents of the estate. 

An area of about 0.11ha owned and managed by 

Herefordshire Council. Overlooked by dwellings. 

2. Children’s Play area 

Furlongs Estate, Holmer. 

Located in the 

Centre of a 300 

house estate. The 

play area is equipped 

with many items of 

play equipment.  

This is the only designated children’s play area 

on this large estate. It is surrounded by narrow 

tracts of green open space and is overlooked 

on all sides by houses. It is used by residents 

of the estate.  

An area of approximately 0.4 ha in size owned and 

managed by Herefordshire Council, providing open 

space for the residents for exercise and play. 

3. Public open space 

located in the centre of 

the Munstone settlement 

off Coldwells Road.  

Located in the centre 

of the Munstone 

settlement this is 

within short walking 

distances for 

residents of the 

settlement and those 

from the Furlongs 

Currently this is meadow land bordered by 

hedges on all sides and has the possibility of 

being transformed into a sports field for the 

benefit of the whole community. There are no 

such current facilities within 2 miles of the 

location. 

An area of approximately..0.9 ha acres in size it is 

privately owned by Mr J. Edwards. 
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housing estate. 

4. Green open space, 

located behind a dwelling 

known as ‘Whitegates’ 

and adjacent to St 

Bartholomew’s Church, 

Holmer. 

This open meadow 

land and borders the 

unique church. It can 

be seen from a large 

new housing estate 

currently under 

construction known 

as Holmer West. 

Currently there is a wonderful vista of the 

church which should be retained.  

This is meadow land approximately 0.6ha. in size 

bordering the North side of the church and 

currently privately owned by the late Mr. Price. 

5. Green open space. 

Located in the older part 

of the Holmer settlement 

on Coldwells Road.  

A village pond being 

the only such small 

tract of water in the 

parish open to the 

public. The pond 

borders the road and 

has a variety of 

wildlife. 

Equipped with a 

sitting bench it is 

frequently used as a 

place of relaxation. 

This is a typical village pond providing 

residents with a place for tranquillity and 

peaceful thought. 

A small pond surrounded by undergrowth to one 

side, it is approximately 0.10 ha in size and owned 

by Holmer and Shelwick Parish Council. 

    

6. Wet lands bordering 

Brian Rose Way to the 

south, Munstone Road to 

This land is directly 

adjacent to the 

recently completed 

This is an important wet land area created 

when the housing estate was built mainly to 

control flooding and is now a wild life 

The wetlands extend to an area of 3.8ha, is open to 

the general public and is owned by Herefordshire 

Council. 
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the East, a small brook to 

the North and a Public 

footpath to the West. The 

Furlongs Estate, Holmer. 

large housing estate 

known as the 

Furlongs. It is 

frequently used by 

walkers, children 

playing and residents 

exercising their dogs. 

sanctuary. 

This area provides a green buffer between the 

estate and the Munstone settlement and will 

provide a significant green buffer when the 

Eastern section of the Western Relief Road is 

built.  

7. Former meadow land 

at Holmer bordering 

Moorcroft Lane Estate to 

the south, public 

footpath to the east and 

small brook to the north. 

This former meadow 

is immediately 

adjacent to a newly 

completed housing 

estate known as 

Moorcroft Lane. It is 

used by local 

residents for play 

and dog walking. 

This area of land provides limited recreational 

space for residents. It forms a green buffer 

between the new estate and the Munstone 

settlement and again will provide an 

invaluable buffer on completion of the relief 

road. 

The area was the remaining piece of land left from 

the development and undulates towards the brook. 

It covers approximately ..0.96ha and is owned by 

Mr. I. Griffiths. 

8. Meadow land at 

Holmer bordering 

Meadow Park Estate to 

the South, Coldwells Lane 

to the West, a brook to 

the North and abutting 

the land referred to at 

entry 7 to the east. 

This is meadow land 

currently in used for 

agricultural 

purposes. It is 

immediately 

adjacent to the 

newly built Meadow 

Park estate. 

Currently there is no 

public access. 

This is typical meadow land undulating to the 

brook below. As with the preceding entries 

this land forms an important green buffer 

between the new estate and the east end of 

the residential area of Holmer. The impact of 

the relief road will have some significance. 

The area of land extends to 4.8ha, is undulating 

and owned by Mr. I. Griffiths. 
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9. Dense woodland 

behind Holmer Court 

Residential home and 

adjacent to Public 

footpath at Holmer. 

This woodland is 

overlooked by the 

residents of the 

three new housing 

estates. There is no 

local access 

This is an old established very dense woodland 

with broadleaf and coniferous trees the only 

such woodland left in the area. It provides an 

area of beauty and interest. Is of significant 

importance to residents to the northern and 

west area of the Furlongs estate. 

The land is enclosed with fencing; there is no 

general public access. It is 0.2ha and owned by 

Holmer Court Residential Home. 

 

10.Open land between 

the woodland referred to 

above to the north, 

Tanners Red Walk to the 

south and Attwood Lane 

to the west at Holmer. 

This land directly 

abuts dwellings to 

the north west on 

the Furlongs estate 

and provides an 

accessible open 

space for residents. 

Forms a green open space to view woodland. Open access to the public and consisting of 0.8ha. 

In the ownership of Herefordshire Council. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 10 – Holmer and Shelwick Policies Map Local Green Spaces (OS Licence Number 0100059721) 
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 OBJECTIVE 7– To ensure appropriate 

infrastructure is in place  
 

POLICY HS8 – TRAFFIC AND ACCESS 

 

To minimise the impact of traffic and to create a safer environment 

for all transport users, the following will be supported: 

 

 Improved road crossings e.g. pedestrian crossings on Roman 

Road; 

 Measures to reduce road traffic speeds; 

 Junction improvements at Kempton Avenue/Roman Road; 

Cleeve Orchard; and 

 Improved provision for pedestrians and cyclists 

 

 Background/Justification 
 

6.14 The list of measures identified in Policy HS8 has been taken from the 

Community-Led Plan. The NDP offers the best opportunity, being part 

of the development plan when made, to help to ensure that the right 

improvements to the local transport infrastructure network are put in 

place. 

 
 POLICY HS9 – COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY 

AND PLANNING OBLIGATIONS 
 

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) made available to the Parish 

Council will be used by the Parish Council in accordance with the 

Community Infrastructure Levy Regulations 

 

CIL and other monies made available through planning obligations 

e.g. section 106 agreements will be based on priorities identified in 

this NDP and the Community-Led Plan and based on decisions 

made using the Parish Council’s existing decision-making structures 

to ensure that local people are involved in identifying projects and 

establishing priorities.   

 

Background/Justification 

 

6.15 The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) is a levy that Herefordshire 

Council can charge on new developments in the County. The money 

raised can be used to support development by funding infrastructure 
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that the council, local community and neighbourhoods want. 

 

6.16 At the moment, Herefordshire have developed a preliminary draft 

charging schedule which introduces charge variations by geographical 

zone within its area, by land use, or both. Some of the levy will be paid 

directly to parish councils to pay for projects identified by local 

communities. In neighbourhoods with a neighbourhood development 

plan this will be 25% of the total CIL raised by Herefordshire Council 

in that particular parish.    

  

6.17 The amount of CIL raised will be dependent on the level of 

development liable to pay the levy in the parish. To ensure that local 

people are involved in identifying suitable projects and establishing 

priorities the Parish Council will use their existing decision-making 

structures.  

  

6.18 Other monies may also become available to the Parish Council e.g. 

section 106. In the past such contributions have come forward at The 

Furlongs development and have and will come forward as part of the 

Bloor Homes development. In the future when such funds are made 

available to the Parish Council, we will use this plan, the Community-

Led Plan, and our existing decision-making procedures to involve local 

people in the identification and prioritisation of projects.  
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7 

Review and Monitoring 

7.1 The plan will be monitored and kept under review by the Parish 

Council. Twice within any 12-month period during the life of the 

council, at meetings pre-determined by councillors, the plan will be an 

agenda item so that it can be formally reviewed. Additionally, any 

councillor can request an extra review of the plan by asking the clerk to 

place it on the agenda of the next meeting.  Any parishioner can make 

the same request. 
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8 

How to comment on the Draft 

Plan 

 

8.1 This is the first draft of the Holmer and Shelwick Neighbourhood 

Development Plan. To comment on this draft, you can: 

 

[consultation details to be inserted] 
 

 

All comments must be received by XXX. 
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Appendix 1 – National Heritage List for England 

 
CHURCH OF ST BARTHOLOMEW 

Heritage Category: Listing 

Grade: I 

Location: 

 CHURCH OF ST BARTHOLOMEW, HOLMER, Holmer &amp; Shelwick, County of 
Herefordshire 

 

CHURCHYARD CROSS APPROXIMATELY 15 METRES SOUTH OF CHURCH OF ST 
BARTHOLOMEW 

Heritage Category: Listing 

Grade: II 

Location: 

 CHURCHYARD CROSS APPROXIMATELY 15 METRES SOUTH OF CHURCH OF ST 
BARTHOLOMEW, HOLMER, Holmer &amp; Shelwick, County of Herefordshire 

 

COPELANDS  

Heritage Category: Listing 

Grade: II 

Location: 

 COPELANDS, HOLMER, Holmer &amp; Shelwick, County of Herefordshire 

 

SHELWICK COURT  

Heritage Category: Listing 

Grade: II* 

Location: 

 SHELWICK COURT, SHELWICK, Holmer &amp; Shelwick, County of Herefordshire 

 

SHELWICK HOUSE  

Heritage Category: Listing 

Grade: II 

Location: 

 SHELWICK HOUSE, SHELWICK, Holmer &amp; Shelwick, County of Herefordshire 

 

THE THATCHINGS  

Heritage Category: Listing 

Grade: II 

Location: 

 THE THATCHINGS, SHELWICK GREEN, Holmer &amp; Shelwick, County of 
Herefordshire 

http://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1099290
http://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1099291
http://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1099291
http://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1099292
http://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1099293
http://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1099294
http://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1099295
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DETACHED BELL TOWER SOUTH OF CHURCH OF ST BARTHOLOMEW  

Heritage Category: Listing 

Grade: II 

Location: 

 DETACHED BELL TOWER SOUTH OF CHURCH OF ST BARTHOLOMEW, HOLMER, 
Holmer &amp; Shelwick, County of Herefordshire 

 

TRIANGULAR SHAPED PEDESTAL TOMB APPROXIMATELY 10 METRES EAST OF 
CHURCH OF ST BARTHOLOMEW 

Heritage Category: Listing 

Grade: II 

Location: 

 TRIANGULAR SHAPED PEDESTAL TOMB APPROXIMATELY 10 METRES EAST OF 
CHURCH OF ST BARTHOLOMEW, HOMER, Holmer &amp; Shelwick, County of 
Herefordshire 

 

HOLMER HOUSE  

Heritage Category: Listing 

Grade: II 

Location: 

 HOLMER HOUSE, HOLMER, Holmer &amp; Shelwick, County of Herefordshire 

 

BARN APPROXIMATELY 20 METRES WEST OF SHELWICK HOUSE  

Heritage Category: Listing 

Grade: II 

Location: 

 BARN APPROXIMATELY 20 METRES WEST OF SHELWICK HOUSE, SHELWICK, 
Holmer &amp; Shelwick, County of Herefordshire 

 

SUMMER HOUSE AT HOLMER PARK  

Heritage Category: Listing 

Grade: II 

Location: 

 SUMMER HOUSE AT HOLMER PARK, CLEEVE ORCHARD, HOLMER, Holmer &amp; 
Shelwick, County of Herefordshire 

 

Lugg Bridge  

Heritage Category: Scheduling 

Grade: 

Location: 

 Holmer &amp; Shelwick, County of Herefordshire 

http://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1168081
http://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1296573
http://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1296573
http://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1296577
http://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1296581
http://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1385469
http://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1001771
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Churchyard cross in St Bartholomew's churchyard  

Heritage Category: Scheduling 

Grade: 

Location: 

 

  

http://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1016345
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